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this book broke down because of the generous inter-
pretation Mr. Bradbury places on the term. A page
devoted to a group of beds and punches may be
deemed an illustration, but it would be equally correct
to count it as thirty, and many of the plates will not
thus, easily, lend themselves to enumeration. There
are, however, many hundreds of illustrations of tools,
decorative details, and individual pieces. The book
discusses thoroughly the history of the craft, and is
particularly strong both on the commercial phase of
the industry and on the practical side. Large numbers
of accounts, for Sheffield Plate supplied, are printed,
while further light on original values are provided by
the reproduction of many pages from catalogues
issued by the firms who were engaged in the industry.
Mr. Bradbury is the final word to date on the subject of
makers' marks, which he investigated with a thorough-
ness, comparable only with that which characterises Sir
C. J, Jackson's work in the field of wrought silver. His
index of marks alone contains over 650 entries, and
many of them show variations and modifications from
the essential initials, name or device which constituted
the original registration.